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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

STATE EX REL. WOODRIDGE 
LOCAL SCHOOLS, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

FACEBOOK PAYMENTS INC.,

Defendant. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Case No.  

Judge  

DEFENDANT FACEBOOK PAYMENTS 
INC.’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332, 1441 and 1446, Defendant Facebook Payments Inc. 

(“Facebook Payments”) hereby removes this action bearing civil action number CV-2019-04-

1369, from the Court of Common Pleas for Summit County, Ohio to the United States District 

Court for the Northern District of Ohio.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), Defendant states as 

follows: 

BACKGROUND 

1. State Court Action.  On April 9, 2019, an action was commenced in the Court of 

Common Pleas for Summit County, Ohio, captioned State ex rel. Woodridge Local Schools et al. 

v. Facebook Payment Inc., Case No. CV-2019-04-1369.  Copies of the Complaint and Summons 

with which Facebook Payments has been served are attached as Exhibit A.  A copy of the 

Common Pleas Docket is attached as Exhibit B.   

2. Timeliness. Facebook Payments was served with the Complaint on April 11, 

2019.  Therefore, removal is timely under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b).   

Case: 5:19-cv-01046  Doc #: 1  Filed:  05/09/19  1 of 4.  PageID #: 1
CV-2019-04-1369 EXTO05/09/2019 16:48:52 PMFLAGG LANZINGER, JILL Page 2 of 27

Sandra Kurt, Summit County Clerk of Courts



2 

3. Diversity.  There is complete diversity of citizenship in this case because 

Plaintiffs are all citizens of Ohio and Facebook Payments is a citizen of Florida and California.  

A corporation is “a citizen of every State . . . by which it has been incorporated and of the 

State…where it has its principal place of business.”  28 U.S.C. § 1332(c)(1).  Facebook 

Payments is incorporated in Florida and its principal place of business is in California.  

Therefore, there is complete diversity between Plaintiffs and Facebook Payments. 

4. Amount in Controversy.  Plaintiffs allege actual damages in an amount exceeding 

$200,000 for their first claim and in an amount exceeding $150,000 for their second claim.  

Plaintiffs also seek punitive damages and attorneys’ fees.  Accordingly, this Court has original 

jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1332, making removal proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(b).  

5. Venue.  Plaintiffs brought this action in the Court of Common Pleas for Summit 

County, Ohio, and under 28 U.S.C. §§ 115(a)(1) and 1446(a), venue is proper in this Court. 

6. Notice of Filing.  As required by 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), written notice of the filing 

of this Notice of Removal will promptly be served on Plaintiff, and a copy will be filed with the 

Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for Summit County, Ohio. 

7. Non-Waiver of Defenses.  Nothing in this Notice of Removal shall be interpreted 

as a waiver or relinquishment of Facebook Payments’ right to assert any defense.  Facebook 

Payments reserves the right to assert all applicable claims and defenses, including jurisdictional 

and venue defenses, in response to the Complaint.  

CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, Defendant Facebook Payments Inc. hereby removes this action from the 

Court of Common Pleas for Summit County, Ohio, to this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332, 

1441, and 1446. 
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Dated:  May 9, 2019 Respectfully submitted,  

/s/ Kip T. Bollin 
Kip T. Bollin (0065275) 
Kip.Bollin@ThompsonHine.com
James J. Henderson (0084385) 
James.Henderson@ThompsonHine.com
Marilyn K. Eble (0095584) 
Marilyn.Eble@ThompsonHine.com
THOMPSON HINE LLP  
3900 Key Center 
127 Public Square 
Cleveland, OH  44114-1291 
Telephone: (216) 566-5500 
Facsimile:  (216) 566-5800 

Attorneys for Defendant Facebook Payments 
Inc.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

A copy of the foregoing Notice of Removal  has been served by electronic mail pursuant 

to Fed. R. Civ. Pro. 4(e)(1) and Ohio Civ.R. 5(B)(2)(f), this 9th day of May, 2019, upon: 

Ellen M. Kramer, Esq. 
Joshua R. Cohen, Esq. 
James B. Rosenthal, Esq. 
Cohen Rosenthal & Kramer LLP 
3208 Clinton Avenue 
Cleveland, OH  44113 
emk@crklaw.com 
jcohen@crklaw.com 
jbr@crklaw.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

/s/ Kip T. Bollin 
Attorneys for Defendant Facebook Payments 
Inc. 
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Summit County Clerk of Courts 

WOODRIDGE LOCAL SCHOOLS VS FACEBOOK PAYMENT INC. 
Case Number:
CV-2019-04-1369   

File Date:
04/09/2019 

Case Type:
OTHER CIVIL 

Judge:
JILL FLAGG LANZINGER 

Filing 
Date

By Attorney Docket Text Document

04/16/2019 SUMMIT COUNTY CLERK OF 
COURTS 

FedEx Service - Served FACEBOOK 
PAYMENT INC. No Image

04/09/2019 WOODRIDGE LOCAL SCHOOLS SUMMONS ISSUED FACEBOOK PAYMENT 
INC. 

View 
Document

04/09/2019 KRAMER, ELLEN CIVIL COMPLAINT FILED View 
Document

04/09/2019 KRAMER, ELLEN INSTRUCTIONS TO CLERK FOR SERVICE View 
Document

Page 1 of 1Printer Friendly Dockets

5/9/2019https://clerkweb.summitoh.net/PublicSite/PrinterFriendlyDocket.aspx
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